WHY DO GOD'S CHTIDREN SUFFTR?

This guestion hag cenfronted {od's children throug & ages. In ail probabilid)
every believer, a3l some time, hes been greatly rplexed over (odts ﬂed¥iay$ with
children. > oiten wonder wiy misunderstanding and suifering are necessary w

are honestly and asincerely trying to do the wil T God. Job, who was one of
weprld's stest sul ferers, was perplexsd over same question.
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That suffering is 3 reality in the lives of God's children can be proved by four
things; nemely, ' : ‘

l'

know ir@a,experience.
2. Qbservation.
“here Ls a vast ascunt of suifering in the lives of God's childrern who are Living
today. We know godly pecple who are suffering greatly. Secme of the best end most
godly people gre among the most acute sulferers.
3. Historye.
Among the most beautiful charscters the world has ever knowm were men and women
who suffered greaily. '
Folycarp, one of the Apostclic Fathers and a famous Christian martyr, was a pupil
and a personal friend of the Apostle John. After serving as Bishop of Smyrna for
some nlwe, the celebrated Polycarp was arrested and brought before the Roman pro-
consul to be tried on the charge of being a Christian, Attempts were made Ly the
officials te indoee him to recant, but vlthout effect. The proconsul urged him
to frevile Chrisii and promised 1f he would consent to abjure his faith thet he
would set him a2t iiberty, bul Polycarp steadfastly refused to yield. After repeated
appeals, he mede the memorable answer, "Eighty and six years have I served Him, and
He has done me naught but good. How then can I speak evil of my Lord and Saviour
who hath saved me?" Those words only intensified the fury of the mob, who demanded
thet he should be flung to the wild beasts; but he was sentenced to be burned.
With calm'dignity’ﬂnﬁ,unillnchlng courage, ne joyfully weni up bo the stake, and
amidst the flames praised God for having %deemed him worthy to be numbered among
His martyrs, to drink the cup of Christ's sufferings.¥ Thus, he crowned a noble
1ife with an hercie desths
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; 1wt was Job's reaction to this?
e Lord hath taken awey; blessed be the name of the Lord,”
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Fair-weather friends always get ship-wrecited

(&) The loss of
He couvld not pray atlsfacterilyo It was this trial that caunsed him to wesp and
say that he wiched he had never been borm. He preferred death to life without
a conscious pregnﬁﬂﬂ of God. :

After Job had &ll of these troubles and sufferings, he simply stated, WThough He

slay me, yet will T trust in ¢ :

Christ Jests suffered i After He wus laid on His back on the cross, they
drove the snikes t?rGr' ms ¢f His hancs and through His feet., WHhen the
Cross WLs erected, le to suffer a lingering and painful death as the blood
ped from His head; His hands, and His feet. 11 was through infinite suffering

thet Christ redeemed the fellen bhumen race.

Experience, observation, history, and the Bible prove that suffering is often in evidence
in the lives cf God!'s children. o child of God will fully escape suffering in this
life,

IT. The Reasons for Their Sufferings.

1. Some unsatisfactory explanations.

{1) A1l suffering is an illusion.
Certain misguiced persons deny the reality of sufiering, bubt their denial does
not eliminate sufferinp. The theory that all suffering is an illusion is an
afiront to the intelligence and should be rejected by every sensibie person.

(2} 411 suffering is a pusishment for sin.
Job's tormentors observed his terrible suffering and concluded that he was suffer-
ing because of sin which he had not confessed. They believed that God would cause
his suffering to cease if he would forsake and confess sin. They were sincere in
their belief, but they were ubterly wrong.
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For ihis resson God permitted the sickness and deaLh of lazarus. When his
sisters inrormed Jesus of his sickness, the Saviour said, "This sickness is not
unto deatin, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified
Eheregy;” Through suffering one really learns that ®ly grace ig sufficient for
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This will increase our faith and bring us nearer to (ode. It will make us better
persons. S0, in the day of sufiering and trisl we should take it 2ll to Jesus
and let Him suvlve it according to His perfect will.
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